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Looking at Bihar special status demand
sympathetlca]ly, says finance panel chief

o | <L2\b
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BIHAR CHIEF Minister Nitish Kumar and his
party, the Janata Dal (United), received a shot
in the arm on Tuesday with 15th Finance
Commission chairperson N K Singh stating
that the commission is “sympathetically”
considering Bihar's long-pending demand
for special category status, an issue close to
Nitish’s heart.

Singh is leading a team of the
Commission to the state to understand and
assess its case for special status,

The team has already met Bihar Deputy
Chief Minister and Finance Minister Sushil
Kumar Modi, and is scheduled to meet the
Chief Minister on Wednesday.

The five-member team began a four-day
trip to Bihar on Monday.

The visit assumes significance, as Nitish
often raises the demand for special category
status, often seen as the Chief Minister’s, and
his party's, way of putting pressure on al-
liance partner BJP.

On Tuesday, asked by the media about
the special category status demand, N K
Singh, who was in Rajgir, said, “We will con-
sider Bihar's demands sympathetically.”

Singh told The Indian Express: “Although

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar and Deputy CM
Sushil Kumar Modi take part in
‘Gandhi Padyatra' in Patna Tuesday. P11

considering the special category status de-
mand was not in the Finance Commission’s
ambit, the Commission will take a sympa-
thetic view of the demand of grants by the
state government.

Asked whether Bihar can be granted the
status, he said even earlier the Finance
Commission did not deal with the issue of
special category status. “We have not been

asked to make any recommendation on spe-
cial status, As forany special package or spe-
cial concession, any revenue deficit grant can
be discussed within the given framework”.

On Monday, Assembly Speaker Vijay
Kumar Choudhary had reiterated the state’s
case for “special consideration”,

Incidentally, N K Singh, then a JD(U) MP,
had taken up Bihar’s demand for special cat-
egory status with then Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh.

JD(U) national spokesperson K C Tyagi
told The Indian Express: “N K Singh knows the
insand outs of the issue, He had taken up our
case as our then colleague. We still maintain
that any special package will not be suffi-
cient. We stick to our demand of special cat-
egory status, as only that can ensure suffi-
cient grants and waivers to ensure all-round
growth of Bihar. Now that Singh is in the
thick of things at the Finance Commission,
we are very hopeful this time.”

Finance Commission spokesperson
Anshuman Mishra told The Indian Express:
“The tearn has been meeting officials and the
people concerned. The chairman is due to
meet the CM shortly. Assembly Speaker
Choudhary had spoken about special con-
sideration. The chairman has said the
Commission will consider the state's de-
mands sympathetically.”
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Hope NU classes begin from own campus in 19: NK Singh

= hipanaEhndusinamen com

PATHA:A Dl themembers ofthe 15th
Finance Commission, headed by
formerRajya Sabhamember NE
Singh,on Tuesday visited upcom-
ingMalanda University campus
aswellasthe ruinsoftheancient
MNalanda duringtheirvisit.
Singh, whois also on the gov-
erning board (GE)of MU, said chat
he would look forward to see
classes being conducted in the
new campus early next vear. At
present, first phase construction
on the sprawling campus is on.

Former President PranabMulk-
hejes had laid the foundation
stome of thecampus on Angnst 27,
2016,

The members of the Finance
Commission team included
formerrevenue secretary Shal-
rikanta Das, Prof Anoop Singh
from Georgetown University
and Dr Ashok Lahir, former eco-
normic advisor to government of
India. They planted saplings to
mark the occasion in the new
Campiis.

N vice chancellor Prof Sun-
aina Singh made a presentadon
before the Finance Commission

= N KSingh

members, presentingthedetails
of campus development plan,
which shehopedshould be com-
pleted by 2020, “Five buildings

are coming up to house the
administration and academic
blocks by early next year to ena-
ble shifting of the campus,” she
eaid.

Shealsodwelton the MU jour-
ney starting 2014 wichjust 12 sm-
dents to over 300 intake in the
present academic session, with
students from different coun-
tries. “Fourresearch centreswill
be established and Ph IV pro-
grammeswillcommence in2019,
while we plan tohave four more
schools to the existing three by
2020, The university is also sup-
portng locals by employing them

Hindustan Times 03.10.2018 PIB, Patna

mvarious capacities, " she added.

The government of India had
earlier approved anexpenditure
of Hs 2,727.10crorve for the period
2010 11 o 2021-22 n order tomeet
the university budgetary
requirements during its estab-
lishment phase.

ME Singh was happy to note
that an additiocnal 100 acres
wonld beallotted by thestategowv-
ernment for commercial use to
generatefunds for theuniversity.
Healsoappreciated theefforms of
Bihar CM Mitish Enmar and his
government machinery for the
lcomicuniversity.
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Singh

ROSHAN KUMAR

Patma: N.K. Singh, the chair-
man of the 15th Finance Com-
mission, on Tuesday appreci-
ated the work being carried
out by the Nalanda University
administration in giving pace
to the construction work of the
New campus.

Singh also praised Nalan-
da University vice-chancellor
Sunaina Singh for paying keen
interest in the construection of
new campus. On his daylong
visit to Malanda University, he
also visited the site where con-
struction work is in progress.

Telegraph 03.10.2018 PIB, Patna

A member of the Nalanda Uni-
versity governing board,
Singh, said: “Goingby the pace
of the construction work, I ap-
preciate the steps taken by the
university administration alo-
ng with efforts made by chief
minister Mitish Kumar and
the state government in pro-
viding necessary assistance.”
The campus is coming up
on 455 acres, which is 2.5km
away from Rajgir bus stand
and 110km southeast of Patna.
Sowreces said the construction
work on the new campus gain-
ed momentum after Sunaina
Singh  assumed charge as

the vice-chancellor.

The foundation stone for
the new campus of the Nalan-
da University was laid in Mar-
ch 2017, while the construction
work commenced in May that
yvear. The Nagarjuna Con-
struction Company (NCC), an
Andhra Pradesh-based con-
struction company is execut-
ing the construction work.

The first phase of the cam-
pus will have academic blocks,
administrative blocks, audito-
rivm, library and other build-
ings, There will be 17 buildings
of G+3 height and around 50
classrooms will be built in the

kudos for Nalanda VC

first phase, which will be com-
pleted by February 2020. Singh
was also happy to note that an
additional 100 acres will be al-
lotted by the state government
for commercial use to gener-
ate funds for the tmiversity.
Vice-chancellor Sunaina
Singh also made a presenta-
tion to the members of the Fi-
nance Commission on the
progress being made by the
miversity not only on the con-
struction front but also in in-
troducing new academic
roadmap, opening a new
school of languages, reaching
out to villages in the neigh-
bourhood, administrative re-
forms, opening health centre
for students and staff, norms
for financial transparency and
other steps being taken by the
miversity administration.




Finance Commissjon chief
offers Bihar some hope

Says will consider demand for more Centra] funds; no

The Hinduﬁﬂz.10.20187PIB,Pa.tn.a

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

PATNA

Finance Commission Chair-
man N.K. Singh on Monday
said it would “sympatheti-
cally” consider the issue of
regional inequality in: the
; eastern region and the de-
- mand for increased share of
Central funds to Bihar.

A team of the 15th Finance
Commission, led by Mr.
Singh, is on a three-day visit
to Bihar, ot

“There is no question of
looking into Bihar’s case un-
sympathetically (on more
share of Central funds)... 1
would assure you that the
Commission would sym-

pathetically consider region- -

al inequality and eastern In-
dia inequality,” he said.

The Finance Commission
chief, however, did not make
any comment on the call for
according special category
status to Bihar, raised by As-
sembly Speaker Vijay Kumar
Choudhary. ‘

Mr. Singh was speaking at

a national seminar on ‘Ad- domain.” “The Shivraj Singh Chou-

Finance Commission Chairman N.K. Singh addresses a seminar

in Patna on Monday. «pr;

dressing the Problems of In-
ter-State and Inter-District
Disparity.in India’ here,
Referring to statements of
Mr. Choudhary and Jhark-
hand Minister Saryu Rai in
which they were critical of
the functioning of the NIT
Aayog, Mr. Singh said, “It
would be completely inap-
propriate for the Finance
Commission to comment on
NITI Aayog. Commenting on
NITI Aayog is beyond its

Talking about centrally-
sponsored schemes, the Fj-
hance Commission Chair-
man questioned the rele-
vance of a high number of
such programmes,

“You will be surprised to
know the numbers of Cen.
tral schemes, However, it re-
mains to be seen whether all
these schemes are required,
they are serving their pur-
pose, and also if the money
allotted is necessary.

word on special status

han Committee had rational-
ised the schemes but it did
not have much impact... It is .
a huge responsibility bes-

" towed upon us (the Commis-

sion) to evaluate these
schemes,” Mr. Singh said.

Devolution of funds |
Mr. Choudhary, during his . -
address at the seminar, also
pitched for devolution of
more funds from the com-
mission to “backward”
States like Bihar, which has
“performed well with limit-
ed resources”,

He also raised the issue of
according special category
status to Bihar as it is a “geo-
graphically  unfortunate”
State, “73% of whose area is
flood-prone due to rivers
originating from neighbour-
ing Nepal.”

Bihar’s share in the Cen-
tral divisible pool reduced to
9.6% in the 14th Finance
Commission from 10.9%,
owing to a formula adopted
for horizontal distribution jﬁ

]
resources, //



THE TIMES OF INDIA, PATNA
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2' 2018

TIMES CITY

Piyush.Tripathi
@timesgroup.com

Patna: Fifteenth Finance
Commission chairman N K

Singh has assured Biharthat °

the state’s demands will be
“sympathetically” conside-
red by the commission, par-
ticularly because of its geog-
raphical constraints.

“There is no question of
being unsympathetic to Bi-
har as we prepare to give Fif-
teenth FC’s recommenda-
tions,” Singh said while add-
ressing at a seminar organi-
sed by the Asian
Development Research Insti-
ute (ADRI) in Patna on Mon-
lay.

The FC chairman, who
Ucng with a team of the com-
nission is on a three-day vi-
it to the state, said the histo-
-ical experiences of countri-
1slikeItaly were very helpful
n understanding the issues
acing Bihar and other such
itates.

Several academics, busi-
1ess leaders, politicians, se-
lior officials and members
f the intelligentsia atten-

e
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Finance panel ‘sympathetlc to Bihar

Commission Chairman Singh Admits State’s Geographical Handicaps

Addressing the Problems of Inter-State
1 lnl(.l -District Disparity of India

October 1, 2008
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15th Finance Commission chairman N K Singh addresses a seminar
organized by Asian Development Research Institute on Monday

ded the daylong national se-
minar on ‘Addressing the
problems of inter-state and
inter-district disparity of In-
dia”, which was sponsored
by the FC.

Stating that the Terms of
Reference of the Fifteenth
FC followed the provisions
contained in Article 280 of
the Constitution, Singh said
the commission’s decision
on the divisible pool of reso-
urces between the Centre
and states would try to strike
a balance between the provi-

sions and the demands ari-
sing countrywide.

He also underlined the
need to evaluate the numero-
us centrally sponsored sche-
meswith anaimtobringeffi-
ciency and streamline their
finances. “The issues that
the Fifteenth FChas been fin-
ding to be ‘very complex’ ha-
ve actually been found so
even by the previous FCs,”

Singh said.
Earlier, Bihar assembly
Speaker Vijay = Kumar

Chaudhary reiterated the

Nitish Kumar government’s
long- pending demand for
special state statusto Bihar,

“I agree that granting
special status is out of the
purview of this FC, but your
attention is required to pro-
vide the required thrust for
the development of Bihar. If
Bihar’s geographical make-
up (which is a top parameter
for granting this status to
any states) is considered, the
state fits the bill for the first
and foremost. Around 73 % of
the geographical expanse of
the state are flood prone. Wa-
ter from Nepal inundates
north Bihar almost every ye-
ar, due to which the state suf-
fersalot,” Chaudhary said.

Takingadigat Niti Aayog
which replaced the Planning
Commission, Chaudhary sa-
id, “Niti Aayog appears to be
stuck with jugglery of words
and academic forays. It sho-
uld rather ensure that tar-
gets for development are not
missed.”

Chaudhary also empha-
sized the need to monitor the
implementation of the Fifte-
enth FC recommendations.

Singh later said Chaud-
hary’s worries truly reflec-
ted the wish of the people of
the state. “It will be inappro-
priate for the FC to comment
on Niti Aayog as it is beyond
itsdomain,” he said.

Earlier, ADRI's member-
secretary Shaibal Gupta in
hiswelcome address said the
inter-state and inter-district
development disparity was
not an academic subject alo-
ne. “It is a serious develop-
ment challenge and its re-
duction requires responses
from various sources such as
the central and state govern-
ments, national and interna-
tional development agenci-
es, academics, professionals,
civil society organisations,
media and others,” he said.

TheFCisastatutorybody
constituted every five years
todeviseaformulaforalloca-
tion of central tax proceeds
between the Centre and the
statesas wellasamongstates
and local bodies. The recom-
mendations of the Fifteenth
FC, which was constituted in
November last, will come in-
toeffect from April 1, 2020.
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Insearch of fine balance, finance panel
chief allays concerns on disparity

THRASHING IT OUT The 15th Finance Commission led by its chairman NK Singh will also deliberate
with representatives of local bodies, political parties and representatives of trade and commerce

ArunKumar
= annle@htive.com

PATNA: Fifteenth Finance Com-
mission chairman NK Singh on
Monday assured that the panel
wouldlook intoBihar’s concerns
over its geographical disadvan-
tage and regional disparity so
that it could catch up with the
developed states.

However, he cautioned thathe
needed to maintain a balance
between central tax proceeds and
demandsby states.

Hewasdelivering the inaugu-
raladdressata national seminar,
‘Problems of inter-state and
inter-district disparity of India’,
organisedby the Asian Develop-
mentResearch Institute (ADRI).
Singh’s observations came after
the Bihar legislative assembly
speaker Vijay Kumar Choud-
hary, and the Jharkhand minis-
ter of parliamentary affairs, food
and supply department, Saryu
Rai, strongly batted forregional
balanceinfundallocation.

The commission will deliber-
ate with representatives of local
bodies, political parties and rep-
resentatives of trade and com-
merce.

Singh saidall finance commis-
sionshadgrappled with the com-

plex issues concerning Bihar’s
geographical limitations and
regional disparity. “Iremember
former Prime Minister late Atal
Bihari Vajpayee once said with
reference to Pakistan that you
cannot change your neighbour.
Similarly, Bihar cannot change
its geography. It is a reality,
thoughnotitsfault,” headded.

However, hesaid, therewas no
questionofbeingunsympathetic
to Bihar in the 15th FC recom-
mendations. “But FChasto strike
abalance between the provisions
and thedemandsacross the coun-
try;rewardperformersandtake
stepstoarrestregional disparity.
Besides, ithasa complex task at
hand toevaluate theroles of the
Centreandstates,” headded.

Singhalso underlined theneed
toevaluate innumerable central-
ly-sponsored schemes toknow if
they wereactually serving their
purpose. “Therearealsocentral
schemes. The concurrent list is
also gettinglonger, with several
new additions. These are com-
plexissuesbefore FC, and itcan-
not rush to any conclusion,” he
added.

He also dwelt on the vertical
and horizontal devolution of
funds, need toreward performers
and incentivise states to help

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
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= Finance

ding chairman NK Singh,

holding a meeting with officials, in Patna on Monday.

them catchup, issues concerning
funding of the Panchayati Raj
institutions, and the question of
inter-district disparity even in
the developed states.

He praised Vijay Kumar
Choudhary for championing
Bihar’s cause and reflecting the
state’s sentiments and Rai for
underliningregional disparity.

Choudhary, inhis presidential
address, said that Bihar qualified
forabetter dealfrom FC, based on
its consistent high growth rate,
and historical and geographical

SANTOSH/HT

disadvantages. “This is the first
FC since the implementation of
GST. Bihar has to grapple with
problems, which are not its own
making. Thiswasthereason why
the state had demanded the spe-
cial category status,” headded.
Choudhary said complicated
nomenclatures would not serve
any purpose as assessment and
monitoring remained neglected.
“Bihar had 37 of the 38 districts
covered under backward region
grantfund (BRGF), butnow there
is anew concept of aspirational

distriets. How will it help Bihar?
Jugglery of stats and change in
names will not bring about any
change,” heasked.

Jharkhand minister Rai, inhis
special address, said though
there had been improvement in
all spheres, the gaps still
remained. “Despite having abun-
dant natural resources, many
states in eastern India could not
benefitin the desired way. What
isimportantis properimplemen-
tation of policies. For this, FC
should be given a permanent
character,”headded.

Welcomingtheguests, ADRT's
member-secretary  Shaibal
Gupta said the inter-state and
inter-district development dis-
paritywasnot anacademic prob-
lem alone, but a development
challenge. He sought help from
“centraland state governments,
nationalandinternationaldevel-
opmentagencies, academicians,
professionals, civil society orga-
nizations, and media”, for an
inclusive growth.

Sujata Chaturvedi, principal
secretary of the Bihar finance
department, outlined the major
objectives ofthe seminar. ADRT’s
director Prabhat P Ghosh
thanked all speakers and audi-
ence for their presence.

7



10/3/2018

https://epaper.telegraphindia.com//printtextviews.php?id=2224228&boxid=13516159&type=img

= P e mmm BN E N

sing the Problems of Inter-State
nter-District Disparity of India
October

¢ !l COMMISSIO}

CH INS =

¥

Fmance Commission chairman NK Singh (left) with Bihar Assembly Speaker Vijay Knimar Chaudhary
and Jharkhand minister Saryu Roy at the ADRI seminar in Patna on Monday. Picture by Nagendra Kumar Singh

Central scheme cut
hint, balm for Bihar

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESFPONDENT

Patna: Finance Commission
chairman N.K. Singh on Mon-
day questioned the relevance
of the high mumber of central-
ly sponsored schemes, and
gave indications that many of
them could be done away with.

“Does anyone knmow how
many centrally sponsored
schemes are running? Why
arethey running? Arebenefits
reaching the ground level?
You will be surprised to know
the numbers of central
schemes. However, it remains
to be seen whether all these
schemes are required, are
they serving their purpose,
and also if the monev allotted

is necessary. The Shivraj
Singh Chouhan Committee
had rationalised the schemes
but it did not have much im-
pact... [tis a huge responsibili-
ty bestowed upon us (the com-
mission) to evaluate these
schemes,” Singh said while ad-
dressing a national seminar,
“Addressing the problems of
Inter-State and Inter-district
disparity of India™, at a eity
hotel.

The event was jointly or-
ganised by the Fifteenth Fi-
nance Commission and the
Asian Development Research
Institute.

Singh, a former Bihar
cadre IAS officer who had
served in key positions in gov-
ernment. including as rev-

enue secretary, said the com-
mission would “sympatheti-
cally” consider the issue of re-
gional inequality in the east-
ernregion and the demand for
inereased share of central
fuimds to Bihar.

“There is no question of
looking into Bihar’s case un-
sympathetically (on more
share of central funds)... I
would assure you that the
commission would sympa-
thetically consider regional in-
equality and eastern India in-
equality...,” Singh said.

The Finance Commission
chief, however, did not
comment on the call for ac-
cording special category sta-
tus to Bihar, raised by Bihar
Assemblvy  Speaker Viiav

https://epaper.telegraphindia.com//printtextviews.php?id=2224228&boxid=13516159&type=img

Kumar Chandhary.

Referring to statements of
Chaudhary and Jharkhand
minister Saryu Roy in which
they were critical of the funec-
tioning of the HNiti Aavog,
Singh said: “It would be com-
pletely inappropriate for the
Finance Commission to com-
ment on Mt Aayvog. Com-
menting on Niti Aayog is be-
yond its domain.”

Singh also hinted that the
Commission would look into
the aspect of funds to be
allotted to panchayats and
local bodies. “There is a list
sent by the President of
India on issues related to fi-
nance which is quite long. We
will have to address those is-
sues.” he said.
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